Introduction to Apologetics
I. Introduction

A. What is apologetics?

1. We often use the word “apologize” today to say “I’m sorry”

a. I think in some ways this can give “apologetics” a bad name

b. After all, we don’t want to say “I’m sorry” for being a Christian!

c. But apologetics in the true sense is not that at all – in fact it’s the opposite:

(1) It’s not saying “I’m sorry” for being a Christian

(2) It’s saying “I’m not sorry for being a Christian, because Christianity is true, and here is why it is!”

2. “Apologetics (from the Greek apologia: a defense) is that branch of Christian theology which seeks to provide a rational justification for the truth claims of the Christian faith.  Apologetics is thus primarily a theoretical discipline, though it has a practical application.  In addition to serving, like the rest of theology in general, as an expression of loving God with all our minds, apologetics specifically serves to show the unbelievers the truth of the Christian faith, to confirm that faith to believers, and to reveal and explore the connections between Christian doctrine and other truths.  As a theoretical discipline, then, apologetics is not training in the art of answering questions, or debating, or evangelism, though all of these draw upon the science of apologetics and apply it practically.  This implies that a course in apologetics is not for the purpose of teaching you, ‘If he says so-and-so, then you say such-and-such back.’ Apologetics, to repeat, is a theoretical discipline that tries to answer the question, What rational warrant can be given for the Christian faith?” (Craig, Reasonable Faith. P.15)
3. For the purpose of our class, we will simply use the definition given in the first sentence of that paragraph – “Apologetics is the branch of Christian theology which seeks to provide a rational justification for the truth claims of the Christian faith.”  

B. What are some main areas of apologetic study? 

1. Theology

a. This is probably the most important aspect in all of apologetics

b. One must understand certain concepts about God, Scripture, etc. before being able to capably defend the Christian faith.  

c. However, there is much more to theology than simply reading the Bible

d. Some of the primary theological topics in relation to apologetics are:

(1) God (attributes, existence, etc.)

(2) Purpose/meaning of Scripture (exegesis)

(3) Truth of scripture (textual criticism, etc.)

2. Philosophy

a. Even though many may not recognize it, everyone uses philosophy – we all have a certain worldview, and certain presuppositions with which we view everything, even our own faith.  

b. Studying philosophy helps us understand what presuppositions we and others use when thinking about things

c. Some of the primary philosophical topics in relation to apologetics are:
(1) Logic

(2) Morality

3. Science

a. This is probably one of the more popular areas  of apologetics today

b. Science has been defined and viewed in many ways (for a good discussion on this, see Moreland, Scaling the Secular City. pp 185-200) 

(1) Because of the variety of views on what constitutes as science, it can be a difficult subject to discuss properly

(2) However, most people today generally think of science as the study of the way the world works

(3) Many scientists today view it as a study of the natural world – meaning that science, at best, cannot say anything about God, and at worst can actually render God an unnecessary factor

(4) However, it should be noted that any definition of science is not a scientific question, but a philosophical one, which further reveals how important philosophy is to every facet of life – even when people try to ignore it!

c. Some of the primary scientific topics in relation to apologetics are:
(1) Evolution or Design

(2) Astronomy (and how it relates to cosmology)

(3) Neuroscience (studying how the brain works)

C. So we see that apologetics covers a multitude of material – the goal of this class will be to get a basic survey of that material and hopefully prepare each of us to give a rational justification for the faith.

II. The Biblical Case for Apologetics

A. Possibly the most direct and most well known verse in regards to the need for apologetics is 1 Peter 3:15

1. “but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect”

2. The doctrinal aspect is very clear – we need to be prepared to defend the faith, answering questions when people ask

3. Notice also the attitude with which this should be done – not in pride or harshness, but with gentleness and respect

B. There are also plenty of examples in the NT where people are actively doing apologetics

1. Luke says he wrote to Theophilus so that he would have certainty about the things he had be taught

2. John said he wrote down what had happened so that people would believe

3. Paul is found reasoning with people all over the place – with both gentiles and Jews

4. It is evident that early Christians understood the need to defend their faith

C. We have both doctrine and example concerning the Christian’s ability to answer objections

1. We need to not make excuses

2. But we also need to understand that being prepared means more than just memorizing answers  - remember the quote from William Craig earlier – it’s not a “if X, then Y” type of thing

3. We need to not only know the answers, but be prepared to find further answers and generally have the resources at our disposal, both mentally and externally

III. Practical Case

A. Having down the Scriptural case for apologetics, we should also consider some of the practical reasons why we should do apologetics

B. Some of the reasons it is important to study apologetics on a practical level

1. Our relationship with God will grow

a. Apologetics will involve studying more about God and his creation

b. We will have to spend time meditating on God and things of God (including scripture)

c. As James wrote, draw near to God, and he will draw near to you (James 4:8)

2. We will be more likely to draw people to Christ
a. In our modern society, there is very much a mindset that generally looks at Christians (and religious people in general) as ignorant

b. This turns a lot of people off from thinking about God – they feel like they have to ignore rationality in order to be a Christian

c. Just think about how Christians are often portrayed on TV – that’s because that’s often how they act – it’s all just emotional and subjective

d. Whenever people see that we are intelligent – that we actually understand why we believe, and aren’t just going with the flow or trying to make ourselves feel better, they are going to respect that and are more likely to listen to us

3. We will learn skills that will make us better in other areas

a. For instance, when you get into philosophy you start to learn about logic and certain logical fallacies

b. Now imagine that you learned about logic for the purpose of serving God, but then  you’re listening to a presidential debate and you hear one of these logical fallacies

c. Apologetics really helps train your mind to think differently in general and even totally secular facets of your life will benefit from the training

d. In other words, apologetics sharpens are minds and that can only be beneficial

C. Simply put, there are a lot of good reasons to study how to defend our faith, and the Christian who does not make this a part of their spiritual walk is more likely to hurt the cause of Christ than to help it

1. This doesn’t mean that everyone has to be a deep thinking intellectual

2. It just means that God gave you a mind and you need to use it

3. As Jesus himself spoke, the greatest command in the law is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (Matt. 22:14).  

4. Part of worshipping God is using your mind!

IV. Objections to Apologetics
A. “I just want a simple faith”

1. This is often connected to what Jesus says in Matthew 18:1-4
2. It is very true that in some ways, we need to be like children

a. But there is a distinction that is clearly made by Paul

b. See 1 Cor. 14:20

(1) Paul  makes it clear here in what ways we need to be children

(2) In regards to purity, we need to be like children

(3) In regards to our thinking, however, we need to be mature!

(4) In fact, Paul specifically says NOT to be children in our thinking – we are to use our minds at Christians!

3. So what we need is a pure faith

a. Our lives should be pure – we should live like Christ and not be tainted by the world

b. But our mindset should not be so simple that we don’t want to think about things

c. We should not avoid questions, or just seek to find “Sunday-school answers” to questions

d. We should seek to have a mature thinking process that allows us to defend the gospel more capably

B. “If they don’t believe the Bible, I can’t help them”

1. It can be very discouraging when people reject God and scripture

a. Some people are just hard-headed and refuse to listen

b. The apostles encountered this on numerous occasions! (cf. Acts 18:5-6)

2. However it is wrong to say that you cannot help lead anyone to the truth through apologetics

a. As we already saw, apologetics was used many times throughout the first century

b. Peter’s sermon on Pentecost included apologetics (Acts 2:14-36), and Paul used it later before King Agrippa (Acts 26:1ff).

c. If it was the case that no one in their presence would care what they had to say, why would they bother to say it? Why would the Holy Spirit encourage them to go to these people and say it?  

3. The fact is, these arguments were helpful in many cases – look how many people were saved at Pentecost, and all throughout the book of Acts, as people made arguments and defended the gospel!

4. It’s true – you can’t FORCE a person to believe the gospel

a. As the apostles dealt with it, so will we – some will ultimately reject it no matter what evidence you provide

b. But sometimes people reject it because they’ve never actually heard a reasoned defense – just a bunch of people who blindly believe because that’s how they were raised, or what they want to think, or whatever else.

C. “I’m not smart enough”

1. For some people this seems like a legitimate defense in their minds

a. Some of the stuff you hear when studying this subject can seem over your head at first

(1) The teleological argument

(2) Epistemology

(3) Infinite regress

b. But we have seen already that God has given us both doctrine and example that says we need to be prepared to defend the gospel to the best of our ability

(1) If God expects us to do this, don’t you think he has made you capable of doing it?

(2) If people like the apostles – many of whom were just fishermen by trade – could defend the gospel in such a hostile setting, you should trust that God can use you to defend the gospel wherever you are at, no matter how smart the person seems to be whom you are talking with

2. We need to recognize that we are all capable of thinking properly and maturing our minds to the point that we can deal with this material
a. That does not mean it will be easy

b. In fact some of this material is downright demanding intellectually

c. But that does not mean you should feel free to excuse yourself because you don’t feel like you’re smart enough

d. This doesn’t mean you’ll be as good at some things as you are at other things – even professional apologists specialize in one area or another – but you can still handle at least the basics

V. Conclusion

A. A couple of things I’d like to say as we close

1. Recall part of that quote from William Lane Craig: “This implies that a course in apologetics is not for the purpose of teaching you, ‘If he says so-and-so, then you say such-and-such back.’ Apologetics, to repeat, is a theoretical discipline that tries to answer the question, What rational warrant can be given for the Christian faith?”

a. My goal in this class will NOT be to just teach you how to respond in some “if a person says X, I respond with Y” fashion

b. That kind of study is really meaningless

(1) Think about it in terms of school

(2) Did you ever have a teacher who gave you all the questions before the test or told you exactly what you needed to study?

(3) Sure, it makes for easy study, but it really doesn’t show whether or not you understand the material

c. I want to help you think apologetically 

d. In other words, after this class, my hope is that you will be prepared to not simply respond to critics, but to actually understand the problems with certain criticisms and even be prepared to find answers on your own when you encounter new criticisms

2. If you’re really interested in getting into this subject and really just want to jump in and grab the bull by the horns as we go through, there are a couple of resources I’d recommend

a. Books

(1) Scaling the Secular City, by J.P. Moreland

(2) Reasonable Faith, by William Lane Craig

(3) The Case for (Christ, Creator, etc.), by Lee Strobel

(4) Signature in the Cell, by Stephen Meyer

(5) Mere Christianity, by C.S. Lewis

b. Blogs

(1) Apologetics 315 (http://apologetics315.blogspot.com)
(2) Uncommon Descent (www.uncommondescent.com)
(3) Christian Cadre (http://christiancadre.blogspot.com)
(4) Thinking Christian (http://www.thinkingchristian.net)

c. Websites

(1) Reasonable Faith (www.reasonablefaith.org)
(2) CARM (www.carm.org)
(3) Tektonics (www.tektonics.org)
(4) Veritas Forum (www.veritas.org)
(5) Apologetics Press (www.apologeticspress.org)
d. Podcasts

(1) Unbelievable (Premier Christian Radio)

(2) Reasonable Faith

(3) Stand to Reason

(4) Apologetics.com

e. All of these resources are extremely helpful if you want to study more apologetics and add onto whatever you get in this class

(1) To me these are some great resources because they are available for everyone

(2) If you’re not a big time reader, you can check out the blogs

(3) If you are a big time read, the books mentioned should definitely get you going

(4) If you like to listen to stuff while you work, the podcasts are great

(5) I really encourage you to jump into this stuff in some way – I’d advise especially at least choosing one book from the list to read – because I’m really hoping we can have some good discussions in  here, rather than just have me talk all the time

3. Sometimes we might have to move past a subject before we’ve covered it fully, for time’s sake or other reasons

a. If you want to talk about it more, feel free to talk to me personally – I love talking about this stuff so you won’t be bothering me at all

b. If you want some more resources, let me know I’ll do my best to help you out

4. I look forward to moving on in this class and having some great classes – I’m really excited to teach it and I hope that you all benefit from it! 

